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^OFFICE.No. 104 King street, over

line's, (formerly French's) Book Store.

[Communicated.
In company with a friend, I called into a

Istaurant in Alexandria, a few days ago. and
sired a dozen fried oysters. The price

htorged was 75 cents! And the "trimmings''
Itere equally exorbitant. I told the proprie¬
tor tliat the price for the same in New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington,
was twenty-five cents. He shrugged his shoul¬
ders, but had nothing to say in reply. This
led me to inquire, and to find out, that the
prices charged in Alexandria, by many restau-I CJ I K» 4/

[rant keepers, are far beyond those charged in
'lielarge cities. I cannot understand the poli-
fjof this.to say nothing of the justice. The
proprietors cf restaurants by pursuing such a

course, only drive away custom, and will, ulti¬
mately, close there up. In old times the oys¬
ters in Alexandria were the best, and the prices
tie most moderate, in the country. It would
1 ewell for the old, permanent restaurants, to
let the public know that they do not charge
exorbitantly, and thus induce their old cus-

tome. and many transient persons to continue
taeir custom. A Washingtonian.

[Communicated.
Some portions of Prince street, this morn-

ig. "were in such a condition that the inhabi¬
tants of the neighboring houses had to close up
windows and doors, and passengers escape
around the nearest corners. The night carts
which make this nuisance ought to be found

Prince Street.
Sew Steamer..The steamer Wm. W.

Frazier, Capt. Godfrey, a swift and commodi¬
ty boat, lias been put upon the route be-
^cen this city and "Washington, and wi 1 run
^ulnily from Fuwle & C«>.'» ^harf. See ad-
^tisemeut.
All Saint s L>a\..The v ligious festival
"All Saints was celebrated hy the Catho-

wsut tliis city to day. Ap) vopriate services
*creheld at St. Mary's Church ooth morning
and afternoon.

_

A Big Chicken..A gentleman of tliis
My has a hen which he states weighs over
}fJlrrtecn pounds. The eggs it lays are of an
.ttorrnous size. ;

4here are various reports afloat about the
Movements of army corps, the capture of a

raiIroad train. &e., &c.
*

The latter report is
li-ntioned elsewhere.

^
die Sangamon Circuit Court, at Spring-^ (Illinois), on Tuesday, in the suits of the

^ate against Joel A. Matteson et ah, on a
°nf^ given the State to recover money alleged

i been fraudulently obtained by the ex-

^rnor, it was decided in favor of the State.IA judgment of §250,000 was rendered against

. Difficulty with Mr, Wood.
The Fortress Monroe correspondent of the

New York Herald writes as follows:
Wood, late jailor of the Old Capitol prison

at Washington, whom Geneial Wadsworth
appointed as commissioner, has apparently
made himself obnoxious, not only to the Con¬
federate authorities, but also to the War De¬
partment at Washington. On his passes he
has been allowed to travel South, but in ma¬

ny instances he has exceeded his instructions:
The Secretary of War expresses his disappro¬
bation of Mr. Wood in the following telegraph¬
ic dispatch to Lieut. Colonel Wm. IT. Ludlow:

Washington, Oct. 27, 1862.
To Lieutenant Colonel W. II Ludlow:
The Secretary of War desires me to say that

the acts of Mr. Wood, in reference to the ex¬

change of prisoners, will not be recognized,
and you will so inform Mr. Ould. Adopt what
measures may be necessarv for tne leturn ol
Mr. Wood to this city,

L. Thomas, Adjutant General.
In accordance with the above instructions

Col. liudlow has ordered Mr. Wood to return,
and he will pro'},ably return on board of the
Metamora, which proceeds to Aikin's Landing,
this morning with a number of released Con¬
federate prisoners.
Suicide of Maj. Eussel..Maj. "Win. W.

Russel. Paymaster U. S. Marine corps, com¬

mitted suicide last night, between 12 and ]
o'clock, at his rooms. Coroner Woodward this
morning help an inquest, and the evidence de¬
veloped the fact that he had inflicted upon
himself two wounds.one with a small sword,
in the side; the intention evidently' having-
been to reach the heart; it struck, however, be¬
low it, lie then took a pistol and fired it the
ball entering the head at the right temple, pas¬
sing through the head, lodging just inside the
skin on the left side. The skull is completely
. battered, and the pistol was evidently held
c. -se to the head. Russel died in a few mo¬

ments, He was known as a pleasant, social
gentleman, but sometimes gave way to fits of j
despondency, and it is believed that he was in j
a fit of te nporary insanity when lie commit¬
ted the rash act. For several days he has not
Leen in a condition to attend to his duties at
the Navy Yard, and on night before last he
told his clerk that he would be there to-day
if he was alive. He was forty-two years of age
and a widjwer, but leaves six small children,
who redie with his mother at Rockvil^e, Md.
A large circle of friends will regret his untimely
end.. Washington Star of yesterday.
The City Market this morning was poor-

t ly supplied; and prices were very high.
The present is one of the most violent poli¬

tical contests that ever took place in the State
of New York.
The St. John (N. B.) Globe says that during

the past fortnight a large number of mechanics
i and workingmen have left the city for the u. j
| S., atttracted hither by the high rate of wages, j
i and apparently not daunted by the unsettled |
state of affairs. j

I 4

Senator Wilson, of Massachusetts, made a

I speech at Cambridgeport on Tuesday evening,
in the report of which we notice the following
statement: "The other day I called upon the
President with an earnest Douglas Democrat
of Massachusetts. The news had just come to
the President of these defeats of his support¬
ers in those States, and the President seemed

! bowed, as I have seen him bowed down when
! intelligence of the defeat of our armies in the
field came upon him, and he said : 'I confess
that I am grieved at the results of these ele- -

tions. This intelligence will go to Europe; it
will be construed there as a condemnation of
the war; it will go into the land of the rebel¬
lion, and will encourage the leading rebels and
nerve the arms of the iebel soldiers fighting
our men in the field. It is true,' said the Pres¬
ident, 'many of these men elected profess to be
war Democrats; but the resolutions of their
conventions, the tone of their leading presses,
and their general action, will be construed eve¬

rywhere. against the cause of oui country.' "

Home of the Late President Monroe..
A Virginia correspondent of the New York
Herald says:
"The splendid mansion of the lat e President

Monroe was passed near Aidie on the home¬
ward journey. _

It occupies a prominent point
on a commanding elevation, and can be dis¬
tinctly seen for miles around.

_

Four hundred
acres of land are embraced within the home¬
stead. The mansion is now occupied by .John
W. Fairfax. Mr. Fairfax had been in the Con¬
federate army as a quartermaster, but some
time ago was arrested on a charge of disloyalty
to the Confederate Goverment, since when he
has remained in peaceful possesion of the run!
Presidential mansion. From a house on the
same estate, as our cavalry were passing, the
children came down to the road and threw
stones at them, while the ladies appeared at;
the door waving a secession flag. The Major
sent five men to the house to take away ihe
flag. The ladies at first grumbled a great
deal and refused to give it up; hut upon being
informed that resistance would be useless, they
complied with the request and resigned it."

From the Kanawha Valley.
[Correspondence of Cincinnati Gazette.]

Point Pleasant. (Va.) Oct. 26..The
headquarters of the U. S, army of Western
Virginia made a short advance yesterday.
The weather was cold and very disagreable.
We expected an immediate advance up the
Kanawha, but a report having been received
that the enemy occupied Charleston in force,
and that our advance had driven back his cav¬

alry seven miles in that direction, it became
necessary to make a brief halt here. Soon af¬
ter our tents were pitched for the night, the
cold mist became a very disagreeable drizzly
rain, and large campfires were the only inviting
spots within the encampment. About mid¬
night we were in midwinter.

By a recent report of the Treasury of Wis¬
consin it appeal's that one item of the State
expenditures last year was for gold pens
with gold cases furnished the state officers..
These pens and cases cost the State eighteen
dollars each.


